''The Nordic countries are world-famous within the research community for their ability to conduct register-based health-and welfare-oriented population studies. Legislation in most countries in the Nordic region allows researchers to carry out studies linking various registers by means of the individual personal identification number allocated to each person. This provides a unique source of data, which is invaluable for the public health community. I will be giving high priority to the publication of such linked register-based research as part of the editorial policy.'' This statement appeared in my editorial in 2008 when as Chief Editor I took over and reviewed the policy of the journal [1] . Over the years many register-based research works have been published in the journal.
I have also felt the need to present a national perspective on register-based research to the international research community. I have learned that over the years a lot of international researchers have visited Denmark and other Nordic countries in order to utilize the unique possibility of developing or testing hypotheses on whole populations.
Having set up a European Centre for Register-Based Health-Related Population Research -Public Health, Major Diseases and Welfare in Denmark [2] , I invited Danish research institutes and administrative bodies to do an overall presentation of Danish registers and the research results produced by using the registers. As can be seen from the editorial by Thygesen and Ersbøll [2] , 22 institutes and departments at four Danish universities and 21 Danish administrative and research institutions contributed to the supplement. I am grateful for this countrywide contribution, which presents data possibilities and research results from a single Nordic country.
Two Guest Editors were appointed to assist me in the editorial process -Professor Annette Kjaer Ersbøll and Assistant Professor Lau Caspar Thygesen -both from the National Institute of Public Health, University of Southern Denmark. I am grateful for their contribution and hard work over a long period.
All articles in this supplement have been through the usual critical external scientific review.
